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Mrthern Ireland is a special part of these
islands. From farming to fishing, golf to film
locations, tourism to sites of special scientific interest

and UNESCO world heritage sites, our land is closely
linked to our livelihood.

Land shapes people and people in turn shape the
land. A people's relationship with their land is an
intimate thing and it's good stewardship is central to
social wellbeing and justice.

This is a short prompt is asking this question of the
evangelical Church in Northern Ireland - Are we living
well in this land? It will seek to challenge and
encourage believers to consider more deeply our
relationship with this part of God's creation.

Christians believe God created the earth and gifted to
human beings a key role in it's stewardship and
care-taking. We have a real opportunity and
responsibility to live in ways which care for and value
the gift of creation.

There are already some positive signs that people are
living less wastefully. For example, over the past
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decade recycling and composting rates have
increased considerably in Northern Ireland from
roughly 5% in 1999 to around 40% in 2012-2013. That
said, we have long way to go compared to some other
European countries. Sweden recycles 99% of its waste
and is continually working on the other 1%.

As Christians, everything we do, including our words,
deeds and our attitudes towards creation, speak of our
relationship with Jesus Christ. He is the one through
whom the whole earth was created (Col. 1:15-16). As
we continue to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ, how we talk about, and treat His creation
matters. It is an issue of discipleship, witness and
justice - living well with our neighbours. With 27%* of
the Northern Irish population going to Church once a
week there is a huge potential that Christians here
could play a key part in reshaping social attitudes and
consumer habits in Northern Ireland.

So again we ask ourselves as part of the Church in
Northern Ireland, is the way we are living here and now
honouring God and our neighbour?

'RTE BBC NI Cross Border Survey, Oct 2015, accessed at
<http://downioads.bbc.co.uk/tv/nolanshow/RTE_BBC_NI_Cross_Border_Survey.pdf>
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THEY THAT DWELL THEREIN.

PSALM 24:1

WHAT IS CREATION CARE?

é reation care is about looking after the world around
# us. For Christians is it part of our commission to be good
stewards of God's creation.

Creation Care simply means treating the earth with respect
because it is the Lord's creation. It is about honouring and
pursuing God's shalom, the flourishing of life and right
relationships with God, other people and the earth around us.
God is not greedy, selfish or wasteful and these characteristics
should not be found in his followers in how we treat His creation.

The Church is already exploring this issue, but it remains on the
margins rather than in the main stream of Christian witness and
discipleship in Northern Ireland. Like many other issues, it has
been labelled and politicised. In some Christian circles, it is
dismissed as a concern of ‘liberals’ and a competitive threat to
resources the Church could put into more explicitly sharing the
gospel.

We believe this is a false dichotomy. Christians are absolutely
called to proclaim with words the good news of Jesus. We are
also called to Christian discipleship and witness and acts of
mercy, self-control and justice. Creation care is not a
competitive threat to the gospel but a complementary way of
life which seeks to honour God and His creation and steward
resources well for ourselves and others.

OUR RESEARCH SHOWS:

96% of evangelical Christians agree that
human beings have a God-given
responsibility to take better care of
creation and the the environment

91% of evangelical Christians agree that the
Bible teaches us to pray and struggle for
economic and social justice

81% of evangelical Christians agree that
greed for material posession is one of the
greatest sins of our time

IDEA magazine, Mar/Apr 2016 edjition, p16-17
accessed at <http./7www.eauk.org/idea/
mar-apr-2016-issuu.cfim>
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HETHER
AUTHORI =
HIM AND FOR HIM ‘ HETE D IN
HIM ALL THINGS HOLD TOGETHER

AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH. HE IS
THE BEGINNING, THE FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD, THAT
IN EVERYTHING HE MIGHT BE PREEMINENT. FOR GOD IN
ALL HIS FULLNESS WAS PLEASED TO LIVE IN CHRIST, AND
THROUGH HIM GOD RECONCILED EVERYTHING TO
HIMSELFE. HE MADE PEACE WITH EVERYTHING IN HEAVEN
AND ON EARTH BY MEANS OF CHRIST'S BLOOD ON THE
CROSS

COLOSSIANS 1:15-20

JESUS & RECONCILIATIO

M see clearly in Colossians 1 the role of Jesus |
creation of the world and it's redemption. The wor

created through Jesus and redeemed by his ¢
resurrection. Jesus, the saviour of the whole world
people can live in new restored relationshi
the world around us. The original purpo:
be restored to that of the first Sabbath. Shalom is
restoration and healing: the curse of sin and separa on gc

Relationships are again intact; and we are fulfilling our role as
God's stewards, in obedience and worship.

REDEMPTION & RENEWAL

’ he story of humanity begins first with God and his desire to
create, give and lover It starts with humanity placed in a
garden. It is idyllic: untainted by sin and brimming with potential.

THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT IS NOT JUST
THE STORY OF GOD’S LOVE FOR HIS
PEOPLE AND THE REDEMPTION OF
HUMANKIND THROUGH CHRIST. IT IS
THAT, BUT IT IS ALSO THE STORY OF

In a bold statement of God's approval of human innovation,
Revelations 21 depicts the new earth as a city coming out of
heaven from God. The family of God has been expanded to
inclgde people from every. tripe, nation and tpngue. God. ohce GOD'S LOVE FOR EVERYTHING HE
again dwelling with humanity in the new creation. Even within a HAS MADE.

variety of different eschatological views, we believe that God SCOTT SABIN
made this earth and Jesus is returning to it as Judge and King. PLANT WITH PURPOSE
There will be complete restoration and recreation. God will once

again dwell with his people in the new heavens and the new earth.
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HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

WORSHIP

When we see God's handiwork we are moved
to worship. The Psalms in particular point us
towards this, showing us how creation
manifests God's glory, wisdom and power. In
fact, in Psalm 148, the psalmist calls on
creation itself to praise the Lord:

PRAISE HIM, SUN AND MOON,

PRAISE HIM, ALL YOU SHINING STARS!

PRAISE HIM, YOU HIGHEST HEAVENS,
AND YOU WATERS ABOVE THE HEAVENS!

LET THEM PRAISE THE NAME OF THE LORD!
FOR HE COMMANDED AND THEY WERE
CREATED...
PRAISE THE LORD FROM THE EARTH,
YOU SEA MONSTERS AND ALL DEEPS.

ENJOYMENT

Throughout God's word, we are reminded of
the joy He has in His creation. In the book of
Job, God asserts His authorship of creation
and makes clear His delight in it (Job 39 - 41).
Creation is good and to be enjoyed not simply
used as a means to an end.

4

WORK

GOD PLANTED A GARDEN, BUT THEN PUT ADAM
IN IT TO WORK AND TAKE CARE OF IT
GENESIS 2:15

As His image-bearers, God instructs Adam
and Eve to act as His representatives in
creation, calling on them to populate the earth.
He endows them with authority to rule and
steward His order and to create culture. Our
working relationship with the land is vital to our
wellbeing as a community. The work that God
blesses people with doing forms part of their
worship, as is reflected in the Hebrew word
adovah, which unites these two concepts.

STEWARDSHIP

Creation was created. It did not happen by
chance. It is under God's ownership and He
gifts to us it's use for our home and work. It is
ultimately not ours to own or destroy. This
leads us to stewardship not exploitation. Made
in the image of God we are cultivators,
creators and carers within His creation.
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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

OUR
CHURCHES

Integrate creation care into
biblical teaching

Make our church as fair trade
and environmentally friendly as
possible even by making small
changes such as reducing the

use of disposable cups etc.

Afirm God as Creator in
worship

Make a community garden on
Church property as part of your
outreach

Adopt a park or stream for the
youth or Sunday school to tend
and take care of

PRAY
That creation care would form
a part of your witness to your
community

LINKS

arocha.org/en/
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
operationnoah.org/resources/church
-resources-climate-change-reading/

OUR
CULTURE

Contact your council and find
out what environmentally
friendly initiatives you can be
involved with.

Be a catalyst for change. 45%

of the population in Northern

Ireland are church-goers. This

market share holds great po-

tential to make difference in

consumer habits and environ-
mental care

Get involved in local &
overseas creation care projects

PRAY
That we would be known for
care and compassion in how
we consume

LINKS
tearfund.org/about_you/campaign
christianaid.org.uk

Department of Environment:
doeni.gov.uk




